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Reviews 


L’Iran des Mollah: La Revolution Introuvable 
By Joseph Vernoux. Editions Anthropos, 
12 Avenue du Maine, 75015, Paris, 1981. 185 pp. 


Joseph Vernoux is a French businessman who lived in Iran 
for six years up to the end of 1980 and learned to speak 
Persian. He has written a succinct and balanced 
evaluation of the post-revolutionary Iranian regime. After 
introductory chapters on the Shah’s regime and the 
revolution, he lays out the main components of the new 
situation—the political forces, lay and secular, the initial 
economic conditions, the development of political conflict, 
the regional forces, the decline in levels of output, and the 
international environment. He draws up a balance-sheet of 
the gains and losses of the revolution, and stresses the 
limits of what he calls “mostazafin populism.” His book 
adds little to what is already known outside the country, 
but there are a number of telling anecdotes which lace his 
otherwise formal approach. He is particularly keen to 
stress the tolerant, comic and gentle character of the 


Iranian people he knew. 
— Fred Halliday 


Supplying Repression 

By Michael T. Klare and Cynthia Arnson 
Washington, DC: Institute for Policy Studies, 1981. 
165 pages. 


The Reagan administration has declared an all-out war 
against “international terrorism.” Klare and Arnson 
argue convincingly that “the United States, is, and has 
been, deeply complicit in the proliferation of repression 
abroad, through its military and economic support for au- 
thoritarian regimes and through sales of repressive tech- 
nology and techniques to those foreign government agen- 
cies directly responsible for political terrorism and the su- 
pression of dissent” [emphasis in original]. The authors 
pinpoint the Kennedy administration’s alarm with the 
Cuban revolution and the struggle in Vietnam as the be- 
ginning of Washington’s preoccupation with counter-in- 
surgency in friendly Third World countries. US national 
security planners redirected the primary attention and ac- 
tivity of Third World military and paramilitary forces from 
external defense to internal security and indigenous guer- 
rilla forces. Supplying Repression uncovers and details the 
labyrinth of programs by public agencies and private cor- 
porations that help keep dictators in power. These include 
the Office of Public Safety and its apparent successor, the 
International Narcotics Control Program, the Pentagon’s 


Military Assistance Program, the International Military 
Education Program, and the Foreign Military Sales Pro- 
gram. Klare and Arnson note that over one-half million 
foreign military officers and technicians from nearly 100 
Third World countries have received US training in coun- 
ter-insurgency and anti-dissident operations. They show 
how private US firms, the “merchants of repression,” with 
the support of the US government, market an array of arms 
and anti-riot gear to foreign police forces. The firms them- 
selves frequently hold training programs for US and for- 
eign police officers. Sales include thumb-screws, leg irons, 
truncheons and shock-batons. The monograph has exten- 
sive tables which detail the number of police and military 
soldiers the US has trained, the amount of money each 
country received, and the type of products foreign police 
forces have purchased from US suppliers. 


— Rex Wingerter 


The State of the World Atlas 
By Michael Kidron & Ronald Segal, 
New York: Simon & Schuster, 1981. $9.95. 


This handsome paperback atlas testifies to the need fora 
unified analysis of the world. The authors and their skilled 
cartographic and artistic collaborators have produced a 
very useful and imaginative book, which presents a 
materialist understanding of the world in 66 double page 
maps. These maps include the more familiar categories 
such as geography and population, but also illustrate 
graphically such unusual matters as sea pollution, urban 
slums and worker migration. Other themes include 
technology, trade, food, education, arms and various 
economic issues. All maps are in brilliant colors. Many 
include two or more secondary maps or charts, bringing the 
total range of information to perhaps 200 variables. There 
are, of course, many limits to data which is aggregated at 
this level. Experts on the Middle East or any other region 
will find things to quarrel with. Some rather curious 
political labels reflect the authors’ anti-Soviet inclinations: 
under ‘“‘Religions of Rule,” for example, the maps show the 
United States as “Protestant” and the Soviet Union as 
“Marxist-Leninist.” This book should not be judged by 
such inevitable lapses, but by its scope and originality. For 
all of us who are immersed in the specificity of country or 
region, itis a helpful reminder of the unity of the planet and 
the common destiny shared by all its peoples. 


— dim Paul 
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